
Ideal for: Passive  clients seeking maximum separation and protection.
General Overview

Assets are transferred directly to the Trust.
The Trustee manages all assets and decisions.
The settlor has no operational role.

Normal Operation
Trustee manages investments and assets.
Beneficiaries have no fixed entitlements.
Distributions require trustee discretion and approval.
Accounts are maintained for the Registered Agent and Trustee.

Threat Scenario – Settlor Faces a Claim
1.No Settlor Control to Surrender

The settlor has no authority under the Trust Deed.
Foreign courts cannot compel action.

2.Trustee Cannot Comply with Foreign Orders
Local statutes prohibit compliance with foreign judgments.

3.Statute of Limitations
Claims must be brought within statutory periods (Nevis: 1 year; Cook Islands: 2 years).

4.High Burden of Proof
Creditors face elevated evidentiary standards.

Outcome:
The Trust remains intact and assets remain inaccessible.
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OVERVIEW
A stand-alone trust is a structure in which assets are transferred directly to an offshore trust and managed
exclusively by the trustee. The settlor retains no operational role, resulting in maximum legal separation
between the settlor and the trust assets.

This structure is designed for clients who prioritise simplicity, independence, and the highest level of asset
protection. By removing settlor control entirely, the trust relies on statutory protections, strict limitation
periods, and high evidentiary thresholds to resist creditor claims.

STAND-ALONE TRUST
(TRUSTEE-MANAGED
STRUCTURE)

This document is provided for general information purposes only and does not constitute legal, tax, financial, fiduciary, or investment advice. The information contained herein is a
high-level overview of certain structuring concepts and legal features and is not intended to be a comprehensive statement of applicable law or practice. The suitability,
effectiveness, and operation of any structure will depend on the specific facts and circumstances of the individual client, including their tax residence, personal situation, asset
profile, and the laws of relevant jurisdictions. Asset protection outcomes are subject to statutory requirements, timing, proper implementation, and ongoing compliance, and
cannot be guaranteed. Professional advice should be obtained from qualified legal, tax, and financial advisers before implementing any trust, foundation, company, or related
structure. No reliance should be placed on this document for decision-making purposes, and no responsibility or liability is accepted for any loss arising from reliance on the
information contained herein.
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Nevis Trust

Specialist asset protection jurisdiction
modelled on the Cook Islands framework
Modern legislation with strong procedural
deterrents
1-year statutory limitation period for
creditor claims
High evidentiary burden on creditors
Foreign judgments not recognised or
enforced
Mandatory creditor bond (typically USD
100,000) before proceedings may
commence
More limited case law, but robust statutory
protections
Often selected where procedural
deterrence and cost efficiency are priorities
Due diligence requirements are typically
more stringent, often requiring more
extensive documentation

Cook Islands Trust

Widely regarded as the leading global
jurisdiction for asset protection trusts
First jurisdiction to enact dedicated asset
protection trust legislation
2-year statutory limitation period for
creditor claims
Very high burden of proof on creditors,
including intent to defraud
Foreign judgments not recognised or
enforced
No creditor bond requirement
Extensive and well-developed case law
and judicial precedent
Typically preferred where maximum legal
certainty and precedent depth are
required
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